Notes and comments
Contributions for this section should be sent to Miss M. S. Wilson (for address see inside front cover) LASA Council have agreed to the appointment of Geoff Curry as the LASA Technical Information and Liaison Officer. Serving in this new position he has been co-opted on to Council and becomes a member of the Scientific Committee. The purpose of this office is to:
1. Promote and support the scientific sections.
2.
Supply technical information to Council and its sub-committees.
3.
Provide a service to the LASA membership in advising on and directing members to sources of information. Further details are available from the LASA Technical Information and Liaison Officer (see Associations page).
Future LASA meetings LASAIBLAVA Symposium: Tuesday-Thursday, 4-6 November 1986 (Bournemouth Moat House Hotel, UK) 
Scientific programme
Wednesday: 
Animal models of human disease

LASA Management Section
The next meeting is being held at the ICRF Laboratories, Clare Hall, Potters Bar, Hertfordshire, UK, on Wednesday 29 October at 14.00 hours.
Because of limited space attendance will be restricted to thirty people. Those who are members of the section will already have received details. Any other LASA members interested in attending should contact the Convenor (see Associations page).
LASA Pathology Section
The spring meeting was sponsored by Lee-Newman Associates. The morning session included an open discussion on immunocytochemistry and papers by B. Remandet (Clin Medy) on baboons, and C. Wood (Lee-Newman) on viral pneumonia in guineapigs. In the afternoon P. Stroud (Ciba-Geigy)
reported on the toxicology of ACE inhibitors and J.
Foster (ICI) and A. Murphy (Fisons) discussed quantitative techniques in pathology.
J. Offer
(HRC) and D. Walker ended the meeting with talks on gastric lesions in the rat and thymic atrophy of the dog. The autumn meeting will be held at BIBRA in October.
Federation of European Laboratory Animal Science Associations (FELASA)
The Nederlandse
Vereniging voor Proefdierkunde (NVP) is the host Association for the 3rd FELASA symposium -New developments in biosciences: their implications for laboratory animal science.
The provisional programme includes plenary sessions on Acquired immune deficiency syndrome in humans and animals, DNA technology and laboratory animal science and Interaction behaviourhousing and welfare; a special session -what's your diagnosis; free communications; posters; workshops and a trade exhibition.
A social programme and excursions are also being arranged.
Participants are invited to present papers and posters on the themes of the symposium and on other subjects related to laboratory animal science.
The meeting will be held at the Grand Hotel Krasnapolsky, Amsterdam on Monday-Friday, 1-5 June 1987.
Registration forms and further information are available from the Symposium Secretariat, 3rd FELASA Symposium, c/o Municipal Congress Bureau, P.O. Box 2289, 1000 CG Amsterdam, The Netherlands.
The official language will be English.
Societe Fran~aise d'Experimentation Animale (STAL)
A special edition of STAL, the Society's official journal has been published as a reference work on the pathology of the most commonly used laboratory animals. Volume XI, no. During his visit to China, Dr Rowsell completed a three city tour lecturing on laboratory animal science, hemostasis, thrombosis and comparative atherosclerosis.
The Bengt Gustafsson Symposia Fund
To acknowledge the contribution to science made by Bengt Gustafsson, a pioneer of laboratory animal science and gnotobiotic research, the Karolinska Institute is arranging a series of symposia in his honour. One has already been held but in the future it is envisaged that other fields of medical and dental science will also be covered.
The Institute has taken legal responsibility for a fund to finance the symposia and lectures. Anyone wishing to make a contribution should send it, marked the Bengt Gustafsson Symposia Fund, to the Karolinska Institutet, Box 60400, S-104 01, Stockholm, Sweden (Swedish Postgiro 598 10-2, Bank Account 294 750 851).
Laboratory Animal Breeders Association Accreditation Scheme (LABAAS) The scheme has now been in operation for over three years. Several matters are currently receiving attention such as the selection and training of site visitors, the preparation of suitable publicity for routine distribution, and updating the scheme manual. Every effort is being made to prepare a new manual to coincide with implementation of the new Act but such factors as quality control, the definition of accreditation status and the range of species to be included need to be reviewed before publication can proceed.
An up-to-date list of accredited breeders and suppliers is published regularly in Laboratory Animals.
Postgraduate education in laboratory animal science The following courses are now being offered details of which are available from the names and addresses below.
Master of Science · ( ICLAS/CEMIB/FESBE Regional Scientific Meeting: Wednesday-Friday, 19-21 November 1986 (Sao Paulo, Brazil) Laboratory animal studies in the quest for health and knowledge. The themes throughout this 3 day meeting are: General aspects of laboratory animal science and technology -nutrition, genetics, housing and environment, sanitary monitoring and ethics and legislation; Alternatives to laboratory animals; Animals for drug and vaccine development and control; Animals of the South American region; Animal models for the study of tropical diseases; Pitfalls in animal experimentation due to animal quality. During the scientific sessions simultaneous translations (Portuguese, Spanish, English) will be provided. Socially several pre-and post-meeting tours are being offered.
The ICLAS Governing Board will meet on 17-18 November and will also participate in the meeting. Further details about the symposium are available from the Secretariat, ICLAS/CEMIB/FESBE Meeting, Bioterio Central, Escola Paulista de Medicina, Rua Botuditu, 862 04023 Sao Paulo, SP, Brazil.
IXth International Symposium on Gnotobiology: Sunday-Friday, 21-26 June 1987 (Versailles, France) The main topics for discussion at this meeting will be Experimental studies in physiology and pathology; Gnotobiology and human pathology; Microbial flora and immunity -parasitology; Pharmaceutical and industrial applications of gnotobiology, and Experimental studies in microbial ecology.
A simultaneous translation service of French and English will be available during the conference. Posters, abstracts and final papers will be in English. The final date for submission of abstracts is 5 January 1987.
A social programme and pre-and post-congress tours are also being provided.
For further information contact the Secretariat, IXth Symposium International de Gnotobiologie, Pavilion de Recherche, Institut Gustave-Roussy, 94805 Villejuif Cedex, France. These proceedings of the 1983 Dahlem workshops (Berlin) are certainly no run of the mill compilation of motley conference papers. The aim stated at the beginning of the volume is to promote international interdisciplinary exchange of scientific information and ideas,to stimulate international cooperation in research and to develop and test new models conducive to more effective communication between scientists.
Reviews
To this end conventional conference format has been replaced by interdisciplinary group discussions of previously circulated reviews prepared by leading authorities in a given area. Each workshop group tben produces a final report of these discussions which includes consideration of possibly fruitful directions for future research.
The volume opens with five useful review chapters covering such general issues as 'The study of animal learning in the tradition of Pavlov and Thorndike' (Jenkins) and 'Genes, evolution and learning' (Bateson). We are then presented with separate reviews and discussion group reports under four sections -learning in invertebrates, nonmammalian vertebrates, nonhuman mammals and humans. These workshops appear to have been truly interdisciplinary with contributors whose specialist interests covered broad areas of ethology, neurophysiology and psychology.
The organisers may feel satisfied that these workshops travelled a considerable way towards achieving their stated goal of 'reconciling learning theory and natural behaviour'. The study of learning has clearly come a long way since the early all-embracing explanations encompassed by conditioning theory. This volume provides one with a comprehensive state of the art up-date on these recent developments.
D. Bell Have a good day or rather week? That was the duration of the ICLAS/CALAS symposium and in the North American patois the reader's answer is likely to be no better than 'sometimes' as far as this volume of official contributions goes. The chosen theme was a concept that may appear of self-evident value to you, the reader, but which needs continual forceful restatement if laboratory animal science is to maintain its proper position in the world of biology, and if its public acceptance is to expand. This volume offers a curious patchwork of themes, presumably meant to display professional values and achievements, but often presented with such eccentricity or parochialism that the purpose is successfully concealed and the reader's interest dissipated.
The inadequacies start with Michael De Bakey's opening lecture, which doubtless was intended to present his brilliant successes in cardiovascular surgery based on experiments in animals and man, but virtually ignores animals and almost excludes the entire non-US world from attention. There are sections on training and qualifications in various countries, which give lists but avoid any assessment of what concepts and skills are required at various professional and technical levels; on diverse infectious diseases and a few clinical procedures; on models in gerontology and other subjects, notable for capricious coverage ranging from autoimmunity in Mastomys to the incidence of spontaneous tumours in Japan (in partly identified rodents kept under undefined conditions); and a more helpful section on procedures for the quality control of laboratory animals. A group of three papers briefly discusses the antivivisectionist threat, recent changes in the regulation of animal experimentation in different countries, and the way in which the (fortunately) unique Swedish control system works. The last two-thirds of the book contains twenty-nine free ('poster') presentations.
The book is flawed, and so perhaps was the symposium, by the absence of discussions related to the theme, the patchy nature and poor definition of much of the work presented, and the apparent willingness to ignore so many of the real problems of laboratory animal science: for example, its moral basis and related national laws, how to recognize and maintain health by diagnosis and prevention of diseases, the importance of understanding and controlling physiological mechanisms, the detection and prevention of suffering, and, in particular, how and in what to train experimentalists. To these flaws must be added patches of slipshod proof-reading. The conclusion is that the book cannot be recommended for any particular purpose.
A A previous publication in the field of health and safety by the Institute of Biology was Safety in biology field work -guidance notes for codes of practice published in 1980. It has become something of a standard work in its field and this book looks set to join it. At ninety-six pages it is a comparatively short and inexpensive paperback and yet within that space the ten different contributors, drawn from industry, education and the public services, have succeeded in producing a comprehensive review of the points that need to be taken into account to achieve safety in biology laboratories.
The book has an easy-to-read style. One can quite happily digest the whole book at one sitting and then go back to look-up the details. It is more a listing of topics that must be considered rather than a detailed treatise on 'how to do', but it is not so brief as to be described as a check-list. The reader is frequently referred to other sources for detailed guidance. For example in the chapter on 'Animals in the classroom and laboratory' the reader is referred to what is described as that indispensible starting point Safety in the animal house by Seamer and Wood and Laboratory Animals is described as useful for its scientific articles and for its book reviews. The chapter on 'Safety in the use of chemicals' makes reference to the use of fume cupboards but quickly directs the reader to the British Standards Institute publication. Careful thought seems to have been given to the selection of references. Those that were checked seemed to be pertinent, authoritative and detailed. The book is completed by a very useful and usable index.
No one who claims to be interested in safety in biology laboratories can afford not to have this book on their bookshelf.
H. Spencer This is the tenth volume in a series which has achieved a great deal with regards to aim, content and representation. Regrettably this latest addition is something of an anticlimax.
In the first instance, English titles have been omitted altogether, and so have most of the summaries, whether in English or German. The latter shortcoming may be due to the fact that there is a large number of very short papers: over half of the publications (sixteen out of thirty) are five pages or less, including one of nineteen lines containing no results, no conclusions and no references.
Regardless of the above admittedly subjective criticism, the topics covered by the thirty articles are treated in the usual competent and interesting way. There is no overriding theme to this volume: individual articles range over a wide field, and the contributors deal with eleven species as diverse as cicada, quail and man.
O. IIlman This book is the third of a series of monographs on the pathology of laboratory animals prepared under the sponsorship of the International Life Sciences Institute, the previous volumes having dealt with the endocrine and respiratory systems.
There are contributions by forty-nine authors from the USA, Europe and Japan. The species covered are the rat, mouse and hamster and th'e organs are liver, salivary glands, exocrine pancreas and the gastro-intestinal tract. Under each organ there is a review of the anatomy, histology and ultra-structure followed by sections on neoplasms, non-neoplastic lesions and infectious diseases.
Each lesion is treated in a standard fashion commencing with a list of synonyms, then descriptions of the gross appearance, microscopic features, ultra-structure, differential diagnosis and biological features, including pathogenesis where this is known. Finally there is a paragraph on comparison with other species including man and a list of pertinent references. This format, combined with a comprehensive subject index, makes it easy to review information on a specific lesion and the editors are to be congratulated on having achieved such a high degree of uniformity and clarity of presentation from such a large group of contributors of many nationalities. The text is copiously illustrated with large black and white photographs which are of a consistently high quality, always an important feature of pathology texts of this type. Perhaps not surprisingly almost half of the monograph is devoted to the liver which reflects the importance of hepatic lesions in laboratory animal pathology in general and safety evaluation in particular.
The editors state that the aim of the monographs is to provide information which-will be useful to pathologists, especially those involved in studies on the safety of foods, drugs, chemicals and other substances. In the reviewer's opinion this aim has been achieved and this volume, although not cheap (approximately £89), is a welcome addition to the steadily growing number of texts in the field of laboratory animal pathology.
J This is the second in a series designed for those 355 interested in the production, characterization and application of monoclonal antibodies directed against bacteria.
Despite the eager acceptance of monoclonal antibodies as diagnostic tools in many clinical fields, it appears that bacteriologists remain markedly reluctant to adopt antigen detection techniques. Nevertheless descriptions of the use of monoclonal antibodies to diagnose and serotype Neisseria meningitidis and Legionella pneumophilia infections and to detect and classify the toxins of Staphylococcus aureus and Clostridium botulinum, confirm the potential of such techniques to provide better patient care. The advantages of monoclonal antibodies as both taxonomic and epidemiological tools are well described and include eliminating the need for pure cultures, difficult biochemical tests and unpredictable rabbit antisera. Of course such advanced techniques encourage commercial exploitation and should the prospect of financial reward prove appealling then the chapter on the industrial applications of anti-bacterial immunoreagents is essential reading. However, in general commercially valuable antibodies are produced as by-products of investigations into pathogenic mechanisms and vaccine research programmes. Several chapters describe the uses of monoclonal antibodies directed against the surface antigens of a variety of organisms, including Escherichia coli, Brucella spp., Pseudomonas spp., Staphylococcus aureus and Group A Streptococci, in attempts to define virulence factors and identify candidate vaccine componants. This is a well-edited series which gives good methodological advice to the beginner and yet still provides excellent value for those with a wider experience of hybridoma technology. D. G. Newell
Contents of other laboratory animal science journals
Laboratory Animal Science
The official publication of the American Association for Laboratory Animal Science. One volume per year, published as 6 issues (in the even months Urea, accumulation of in intestines of germfree animals, 238-241 Urine protein, errors in measurement of in rat, 27-31 rat, simple rapid method for detection of, 202-205
Vibration and noise effects on plasma ACTH and zinc levels, pregnancy and respiration rate in guineapigs, 101-108
Wasting marmoset syndrome, implications of susceptibility of tamarin membrane lipids to oxidative stress for, 140-147 Welfare, laboratory animal, contribution of pathology to, 291-292
Zinc plasma levels, effect of vibration and noise on in guineapig, 101-108
